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1. BACKGROUND 

Various stakeholders, inside and outside the Agency, have called for a more 
comprehensive characterization of risks, including uncertainties, in particular those 
decisions protecting more sensitive or vulnerable populations and life stages. Therefore, 
the Office of the Science Advisor of the EPA, together with EPA's Science Policy 
Council and members of EPA's Risk Assessment Forum (RAF), identified a need to 
examine the use of probabilistic approaches in Agency risk assessment and risk 
management. An RAF Technical Panel developed two white papers, a main paper 
entitled "Using Probabilistic Methods to Enhance the Role ofRisk Analysis in Decision­
Making With Case Study Examples," and a corresponding summary for managers 
entitled "Using Probabilistic Methods to Enhance the Role of Risk Analysis in Decision­
Making Managers' Summary." These will be referred to as the Probabilistic Risk 
Assessment (PRA) White Papers; and the longer document with the. case Studies will be 
referred to as the main document. The documents provide a general overview of the 
value ofprobabilistic analyses and similar or related methods, and some examples of 
current applications across the Agency. The purpose of these papers is not only to 
describe potential and actual uses of these tools in the risk decision process, but also to 
encourage their further implementation in human, ecological and environmental risk 
analysis and related decision making. The enhanced use ofprobabilistic analyses to 
characterize uncertainty in assessments would not only reflect external scientific advice 
on how to further advance EPA risk assessment science, but will also help to address 
specific challenges faced by managers and improve confidence in Agency decisions. The 
draft document was prepared by the Probabilistic Risk Analysis Technical Panel of 
EPA's Risk Assessment Forum and has undergone internal peer review. 

2. PURPOSE 

This purpose of this amendment is to add an additional task to revise the PRA White 
Paper External Peer Review Draft documents with consideration of peer review and 
public comments. The contractor shall provide technical editing support to assist EPA in 
producing two related final draft PRA White Paper documents. The draft documents 
were externally peer reviewed in May of2010, and a final external peer review report 
was provided in July 2010. 

3. TASKS 

Task 3 - Prepare Response to Comment Document. 

The contractor shall develop a table to include all comments received and details on how 
the document was revised to address the comment or the rationale for not addressing the 
comment. 

4. SCHEDULE OF DELIVERABLE 

. Provide response to comment document along with the second edi"ted paper that is due 
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14 working days after receipt of report contents or comments from W A COR on first 
draft. 

5. ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA 

Final products shall be produced by the Contractor upon the EPA W A COR's approval 
through written technical direction. The Contractor shall provide all materials written as 
part of these tasks to the EPA W A COR, as per work assignment, in electronic format. 
Electronic versions shall be compatible with current ORD computer systems (Word and 
Excel) and software. 
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